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“JESUS’ MISSION STATEMENT”

Luke 19:10

        It is common for organizations of any kind, businesses, churches, schools,
and charitable organizations, to write mission statements, describing the main
purpose of the organization. Individuals sometimes write a personal mission
statement, as well. A good mission statement gives clarity to your life and it
focuses your energies on what is important. Outsiders who read it will have no
doubt what you’re all about. The problem with many mission statements is that
they are too long and too wordy to memorize easily. Not so with Jesus’ personal
mission statement. He summed it up in Luke 19:10 in a short and memorable
sentence. “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Jesus
understood that’s why the Father sent him into the world. From the time of his
baptism in the Jordan until he died, all his energies were focussed like a laser
beam on this mission - to seek and to save the lost. 

    Now Jesus gave us his personal mission statement at the end of a much
loved passage from Luke chapter 19. On his way to Jerusalem, Jesus came to
Jericho, the ancient and lovely city of palms and fruit trees. There was a rich
man there named Zacchaeus, who had the contract from the Romans to collect
taxes. Zacchaeus hired people and paid them well to put the squeeze on
citizens. But Zacchaeus himself stayed in the shadows. And for good reason- tax
collectors were not well liked. They never have been. An inscription found on a
clay tablet written 3,500 years ago read: “You can have a lord, you can have
a king, but the man to fear is the tax collector.” And things haven’t changed,
especially if you hear those radio ads from law firms offering to represent you
in the case of unpaid taxes or a tax dispute. Just the music frightens you into
thinking that the tax man is hiding in the bushes outside your house waiting to
pounce. Certainly in Jesus’ time people were frightened of tax collectors and
generally despised them. It’s human nature to hate that which frightens you.
So Zacchaeus was taking quite a personal risk when he came out to see Jesus.

    But Zacchaeus, being of short stature, couldn’t see over the people lining the
street. He walked quickly to the nearby sycamore tree, climbed into its leafy
branches to see Jesus passing by. And to everyone’s surprise, Jesus stopped
right under the tree, looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, I must stay at your house
today.” Zacchaeus hurried down and happily welcomed him. And the people
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grumbled, “He’s gone to be the guest of a sinner.” But Jesus’ presence in
Zacchaeus’ house brought about a great change in the little man. “Look, Lord,”
Zacchaeus said, “half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have
defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.”
Commentators note that Zacchaeus wouldn’t have a whole lot left after doing
that. But Jesus knew that Zacchaeus was sincere and would follow through on
his promise. He said, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too
is a son of Abraham.” Physically, Zacchaeus was still short, but morally and
spiritually he now stood tall. It was the kind of work Jesus came to do. Jesus
said, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost.” Let’s look
closely at Jesus’ personal mission statement and how it applies today. 

     First, let’s say that there are lost people.    Now to say that someone
is “lost” does not necessarily mean that a person is bad. Of course, it might. For
there are truly bad people who are lost and more than lost. Colonel Russell
Williams is not only lost; he is an evil man. What about Zacchaeus? Before his
visit from Jesus was he a bad person? Well, most likely. He said, “If I have
defrauded anyone, I will pay back four times as much,” and there was probably
no “if” about it. And no doubt Zacchaeus turned a blind eye to strongarm tactics
that his employees used. So there was a streak of what we would call “badness”
in his life. He had some moral issues that had to be straightened out. But don’t
we all? No, we may not be Zacchaeus but in some way we all fall short of God’s
glory and God’s intention. 

    But let’s not assume that someone who is “lost” is always a bad person, at
least from a human perspective. Someone can be a good person, morally
upright, yet still be lost. “Lost” refers to where a person is in relation to God. A
lost person is away from God, away from God’s plan, away from God’s family,
away from the blessings and the promises and the hope God offers. That’s how
Jesus saw Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was lost not just because of what he was
doing, though that was part of it. He was lost because this son of Abraham was
away from God’s plan and God’s family. He was up in the sycamore tree, but he
was away from the family tree so to speak. So lost in it’s most basic sense,
simply means “away.”

    Sometimes people get lost because they they’ve never heard of the God who
loves them and has a great plan for their lives here and in eternity, and who in
Jesus Christ has opened the door for them to come home. Some are away
because of outright rebellion against God. Others are lost because of
carelessness, or because they get distracted by the world. Some are away
because of a disappointment or hurt which caused them to turn from God. But
in Jesus’ eyes, people were not so much divided into good and bad, but into lost
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and found. Lost people are not always bad people, not at all, they’re just away.
And we all know such folk, don’t we? 

     But Jesus said, “I came to seek and to save the lost.” That’s what he did and
that’s what he is doing now - seeking and saving the lost. Jesus’ personal
mission statement is a present reality. Right now he is bringing home those
who are who away. It always happens at his initiative. Zacchaeus jumped into
the tree, but he was responding to the news that Jesus was coming to Jericho.
And Jesus didn’t stand under the tree and say, “Look here Zacchaeus, you
straighten out your life and then we can talk.” Rather, Jesus said, “I must stay
at your house.” Jesus first loved him, showed him grace, and in the light of that
love Zacchaeus knew he could not stay as he was. Jesus’ presence in
Zacchaeus’ house brought him home to God’s family and changed him. Then
when Jesus left that house he continued on the uphill road to Jerusalem. And
what happened in that city ensured that his mission would continue in every
generation.  

     Two weeks ago we watched the near miraculous rescue of 33 Chilean
miners. With wonder we watched the human skill and perseverance involved.
We were moved by how the miners gave praise to God as they emerged from
the mine into the sunshine. They had been away and now they were home.
Living in darkness they now came into light. They were destined to perish, yet
they lived!

    But what Christ did for us and the whole human race in Jerusalem was even
more miraculous. At great cost Jesus died on the Cross bearing our sins, was
buried in a dark tomb, then raised on the third day by the Father to live
forevermore. Because of what Christ did the door is now open for all who are
away to come home. The door can never be shut because it is propped open
with an old rugged cross. No matter how lost a person is, no matter how far
away they are, the empty Cross and empty tomb mean that any willing soul can
come home to the family and household of God.               

      Jesus is still seeking and saving the lost. He doesn’t want anyone to perish
or to be lost forever and to miss out on what God has prepared for them. Jesus
is passing through every Jericho, seeking lost souls, drawing them out of
darkness into glorious light, lifting them from certain death and separation into
life with God now and for eternity. Jesus is bringing people home. I know it’s
happening because it’s happened to us. At some point all of us were away from
God and his plan. You may not have been living a bad life; in fact you may have
been doing much that was good and right, but you were far from God in thought
and spirit. You were living as if God didn’t really matter. Look, it was true for
me. I was far away from God, but the love of Jesus found me and brought me
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home. Now I didn’t have a great sense of being forgiven, though I certainly was.
There was no radical change in my life, just few small ones at first. I just had
a sense of being home again where I belonged, in the family of God. The details
can wait for another day, but it really happened. And Christ is continuing to
make me a new creation as I put my trust in him and follow him. It’s happened
for most of you too. You’re here at home among God’s people because the Son
of Man still seeks and saves the lost.

    Here’s the final thing. Christ is doing his work through the church. 

    Of course, he can do it any way he wants, but so often he works through the
church to fulfill his mission. When Christ brought me home, it wouldn’t have
happened without the church’s work and outreach. 

    So the church must resist becoming just a religious club for insiders. In some
way, the church must always be involved in Christ’s ongoing mission, not so the
church will live, but so that people will live. The church cannot be indifferent to
those who are away from God. It doesn’t matter how they got there; what
matters is that God wants them to bring them home and that he is using the
church, our own congregation to do that.

     I read about a woman who lost her diamond engagement ring down a drain
and eventually had all the plumbing in her house taken apart in order to find it.
Diamond rings are valuable, but people are even more valuable to God. To him
they are worth a cross. And if a woman can put that much effort into finding a
ring, surely the church can put effort into seeking and saving the lost.

     Now people are not passive objects. They have to come to the realization
that they are lost and the desire has to be stirred in them to come home. Can
you imagine a miner saying when the capsule went down for him, “No, no, I
don’t want to get on. I’m fine down here, I’m going to stay,” even though they
would finally perish in the darkness. That’s unimaginable, but many people do
stay away from God and home even when the capsule is sent for them. The way
that people finally realize the seriousness of their condition is through the
message of Christ crucified and Risen. It the message of Jesus and his love
which stirs up in people the desire to come home and moves their feet on the
homeward journey.

    Look, you and I are here because somehow, somewhere, the love of Jesus
found us and brought us home. And I bet that however it happened, it somehow
involved the church. And now Christ is giving us the wisdom and the strength
to work with him, and to help him fulfill his mission in our day and generation.
What is his mission? “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
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