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“OUR VISION”

Proverbs 29:18

      It is common for organizations today to develop vision statements,

describing not only who they are, but what they hope to become. There

is a renewed conviction that the ancient words of Proverbs, in the King

James Version are true, “Where there is no vision, the people perish...”

(Proverbs 29:18) An organization without a vision will perish because it

lacks the will to exist. It cannot answer the question, “What are we here

for?” and its’ energies and resources are spent  in unprofitable directions.

It’s true for the church. Without a vision of what it hopes to be and to do,

the church will flounder and lose direction. It’s also true for individuals.

A person with no sense of where he or she is going will soon wander off

into paths that lead to destruction. A person with no vision of who they

are and what they can be and with no sense of moving toward it, is

dying, even as they live. “Where there is no vision, the people perish...”

It’s true, but thankfully, God has given us a vision - Jesus Christ.  “Be

thou my vision,” we sing. Jesus Christ is our vision. 

   First, Jesus Christ is our vision of God. 

     Jesus said, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” Paul tells us

that Jesus is the “image of the invisible God.” The eternal God is bigger

than our finite minds can comprehend, but God has come in a way we

can understand. In Jesus God came to us in human flesh. God came down

to our level and gave us a clear vision of who God is and what God is like.

     This is important for our confirmands to remember. Out in the world,

many people will tell you, “God is like this and God is like that.” People

will fill your heads with many ideas about God. Some of them may be

nearer to the truth than others. But if someone tells you something about

God that does not line up with what we see in Jesus and what he teaches

about God, then you cannot accept it. The God whom we see in Jesus is

the Creator and Father who loves us and the whole world, the God who

suffers with us and saves us from the power of sin and death through
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Jesus, the god who gives us new and eternal life through his Son,  the

God who has made provision for all our needs, the God to whom we can

pray with confidence, the God who disciplines us when we need it, the

God who calls us and directs us, the God who helps us, often in surprising

ways. There is nothing in God which is not like Jesus. He is our vision of

God.

     Secondly, Jesus Christ is our vision of what we are to be. 

    Now everyone on earth is God’s created child, but when you put your

faith and trust in Jesus Christ, you become God’s redeemed child. You

belong to the household of faith in which Jesus is our head and our role

model. God gave Jesus so that we would have a vision of the kind of

people God wants us to be. As we walk with Jesus and God’s Holy Spirit

works in us, we become more like Jesus. We grow up in Him, who is our

living head. We become those who love as Jesus loves. “Love one

another,” he says, “as I have loved you.” We become humble servants as

he was, where no task is too lowly and where no one is beyond our care.

We learn to obey God as he did. We learn to forgive one another, in

imitation of Jesus’ forgiveness. We are guided by the question, “What

would Jesus do?” Sometimes the answer is clear; others times not so

clear. Life is often confusing. But over time God through the Holy Spirit

will speak to our hearts and minds and lead us forward in the way of

Jesus. “Without a vision the people perish.” Yes, but in Jesus God has

given us a vision of the kind of people we are to be. 

    Of course, none of us is Christ, but we can model him in the world.

Jesus is the vision of life as God intends it to be lived. So we “run the

race with perseverance, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our

faith.” 

    Finally today, I want us to turn our attention in a slightly different

direction. “Without a vision, the people perish...without a vision the

church perishes.” And so our Official Board has adopted a new church

logo and vision statement as part of our revitalization program. It is a

vision of who we are and where we are going and who we want to be. So

for a few minutes I would like to draw your attention to our new vision

statement and logo.
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    Now the symbolism points to various aspects of the Christian faith and

our church’s life. The three figures at the top may be taken as the three

members of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Those figures

may also be taken as the various generations in our church, one

generation teaching and leading another in the Christian faith. There is

also an inviting aspect to the figures as we invite people to worship and

to know and trust God through Jesus Christ. The outstretched arms of

these figures are symbolic of our caring for one another. They also speak

of our Christian outreach to people far and near. The movement of the

figures signifies our action as followers of Jesus. The image is meant to

give the impression of an active congregation, moving forward by the

inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The cross in the center is vital too, as it

signifies a Christian church built on Jesus Christ and faith in him. Let

there be no doubt that we are a Christ-centered church.

     There is also a nice reference to Streetsville history. The “v” in

Streetsville is shaped like a wheat sheave signifying our agricultural

heritage. In that “v” you might also see a manger where Christ was laid

at his birth. And perhaps the sheaf of wheat leads us to think of the bread

and wine of Holy Communion. 

     The most important part of the vision is the caption line.  Anchored

in God’s word, moving into God’s future. 

    Streetsville United Church is anchored in God’s word. A church which

moves forward apart from God’s word will soon drift off course. But our

sure and steadfast anchor is the Word of God in Scripture, the word which

reveals God to us, declares his love for us, tells of his will, and proclaims

his saving grace in Jesus Christ. God’s word is indispensable to our

church’s life. It is our authority; our avenue of final appeal. We are

anchored in God’s word, as every Christian church must be. I hope this

encourages us individually and together to read and study and apply

God’s word. A renewed dedication to Scripture always leads to a renewal

of the church.

    And then we are moving into God’s future. Yes, the future is unknown

to a large degree. But we do not have to fear the future or even the

changes it will bring, because ultimately the future belongs to God. As

someone said, we don’t know what the future holds, but we know who
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holds the future. The future of the church and our own future is in the

strong and loving hands of God, who has won the victory and secured our

future through the Cross and Resurrection of His Son. Indeed, the future

of the whole creation belongs to God. Christ will come again and

complete God’s Kingdom. That’s the message of the Book of Revelation.

Evil will be cast down forever, and God’s purposes will prevail.  All things

will be made new. And so we move forward with faith and courage to

embrace what God has prepared for us. Here on earth the future will

certainly hold more opportunities to grow, to spread the Gospel, to

welcome newcomers, to overcome evil with good, to serve our

neighbours in the name of Christ. But our future is not only here on

earth. We who share Christ’s victory by faith will not perish but have

eternal life in the Father’s house where Christ has prepared a place for us.

     “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” But we have a vision -

“Anchored in God’s word, moving into God’s future.” I’m excited to be on

the journey and I hope you feel the same, whether you’re new to the

church, whether you’ve joining today by confirmation, or whether you’ve

been around a long time. Let us move forward together following Jesus

our Lord, who leads us all the way. Let us hoist a sail and feel the winds

of God at our back. 

   


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

