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“THE UNSHAKEABLE FOUNDATION”

John 14:27
   
   Mother’s Day always seems to lift our spirts. So too does the baptism of little
ones. Many of us look forward to family gatherings later today. I read a story
about former U. S. President George W. Bush. One Mother’s Day weekend George
went to Texas to visit his parents. On Mother’s Day he woke up, and went
downstairs to get a cup of coffee. As he sat down on the sofa, he put his feet up
on the coffee table. Suddenly his mother came around the corner and yelled, “Put
your feet down!” His father said, “C’mon, Barbara, he’s the President of the
United States.” Barbara said, “I don’t care. I don’t want his feet on my table.”
The president did as he was told, for as Barbara Bush said, “Even presidents have
to listen to their mothers.” Today we honour our mothers and ask for God’s
blessings on all mothers, and we also remember with love mothers who have
gone before us to heaven.

    Today I ask, “What foundation are you building your life on? What are you
standing on?” Thankfully, God has provided the unshakeable foundation for us to
build on.
 
    Acts chapter 16. Paul and Silas were preaching in the city of Philippi - a Roman
colony. Paul drove a demon out of slave girl who was following them. But since
that demon supposedly allowed the girl to foretell the future, her owners had now
lost a source of income. They dragged Paul and Silas before the authorities
accusing them of various crimes. The magistrates had them flogged and thrown
in prison. The jailer put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in
stocks.  Hours passed, but by midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns, and other prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was an
violent earthquake. We saw in Haiti how much destruction an earthquake can
cause. Well Philippi too, was in an earthquake area and this quake shook the
reinforced foundations of the prison. Doors were opened and the prisoners’ chains
were pulled from the wall.

    But as the foundations of the prison were shaken so too were the  foundations
of the jailer’s life. He drew his sword and was about to take his own life. Roman
law said that the jailer might suffer death if prisoners escaped under his watch,
no matter the cause.
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    Now like most Roman citizens, especially in the colonies, the jailer took great
pride in his Roman citizenship. He was a Roman soldier and that gave him status
and security along with authority and respect, as long as he did his job well. But
he hadn’t fulfilled his responsibilities. The earthquake shook his foundations. He
knew that his citizenship and position were not solid enough to build on. 

    What foundation are you building your life and hopes on? Many people are
building on foundations that appear solid but can be shaken and even swept away
by the chances and changes and storms of life. For example, many people build
their lives on their position, their success, their intelligence, their skills, their
wealth, their health, their citizenship, their membership in this group or that. As
a society, we often reject divine wisdom and build on the foundation of science
and technology and human ingenuity. Many people build their hope of heaven on
the foundation of good works. They think that as long as their good deeds
outweigh the bad, God will accept them and give them eternal life in the day of
judgement. 

    Most things I’ve mentioned have their place, but as foundations they can be
shaken and collapse beneath us. A recession comes, a company or large company
gets in financial trouble, the stock market sinks, pensions are at risk,
unemployment may enter the door. Perhaps a serious illness is diagnosed in
yourself or a loved one. Or a dear friend suddenly dies. An accident happens,
which affects your mental or physical abilities. Trouble comes to your family, or
to your marriage. A terrorist plants a bomb and we know that this world is not so
safe after all. And undersea oil well blows-out, something which would never
happen said the experts. But it did happen. People died, and for days the oil
gushes forth. Our absolute trust in technology is shaken and we remember that
science brings new problems even as it solves old ones. Even the Gospel message
shakes faulty foundations. For the Gospel proclaims that our good lives and good
deeds cannot save us from our sins and cover the gap between ourselves and our
Holy God. And if this gap is not repaired, it will leave us separated from God
forever. We hear that “all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory, that all our
good deeds are as filthy rags, that a person is not justified by works of the law.”

      Yes, many things can shake the human foundations that we build on. But as
we feel these foundations being shaken beneath our feet God may be leading us
to the enduring foundation he has provided. That’s what happened to the jailer.
He knelt before Paul and Silas and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” He
had heard them singing and praying. He knew that God was offering him a more
lasting foundation. They said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved,
you and your household.” Paul and Silas spoke God’s word to him and to his
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family. He took the apostles, washed their wounds, and fed them. Then he and
his entire family were baptized without delay. He and his entire household
rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.
 
   So there it is. God has provided the unshakable foundation for us to build on.
And that foundation is belief in God and in his Son Jesus Christ. When the
foundations are shaken, this is the one sure foundation we can turn to and build
our lives and our hopes on. This is the Rock of Ages. This is the foundation that
will endure no matter what. Look, we know this is the unshakable foundation
because in Jesus Christ God took on all the powers and principalities, even the
powers of sin and evil and death. They did their worst, but on Easter morning
God won the victory in and through Christ. God’s foundation cannot be shaken,
because it is grounded in the Crucified and Risen Christ, who will come again in
fulfilment of God’s word to complete God’s Kingdom and take God’s people home.
Belief in God, trust in Jesus Christ - this is the unshakable foundation which God
has given for us to build our lives and our hopes on. Standing on that foundation
we are secure. For God gives Christ’s victory to all who trust in his Son. No
matter what happens to us in life in death we are secure in the love of God. Now
building on this foundation doesn’t mean that life will always be easy - but it
means that we always have God’s help and guidance and presence in an
uncertain and confusing world. 

     Paul and Silas told the jailer, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved...”  The Bible is clear - your good works cannot save you from the power
of sin which separates us from God. But God has provided the solid foundation
for our salvation - faith in Jesus Christ, who became flesh and died for our sins
and rose from the dead. Trusting in Him is what saves you from sin and death
and brings you to eternal life. So build not on the uncertain foundation of what
you do, but on the sure foundation of what Christ has done for you.  And
ironically, when you build on this foundation God’s Holy Spirit moves you to do
good works - look how the jailer who had kept Paul and Silas locked up now
washed and fed them.  

     Belief in God, faith in Jesus Christ - this the sure foundation for our home life,
our marriages, our character. You see, faith is not just an optional extra for your
life - it’s the heart and soul of it all and the basis for everything else. And I
guarantee you that your life and your home will be blessed and people will rejoice
as you build on the unshakeable foundation God has provided. I have been in
homes where life is being built on this foundation. No, these homes and families
are not perfect, and they too have their challenges and disappointments form
time to time, but there is a tangible difference where life is being built on the
unshakable foundation of faith in God and in his Son Jesus Christ. 
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    Notice something interesting at the end. Verse 34 - “The jailer and his entire
household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.” On Mother’s Day let
me speak to the men and the fathers here. One big need in the church today is
for more men to build on the foundation of faith in God and his Son Jesus Christ,
and to openly live the Christian life in their home, their workplace, their
community. You know, too often fathers leave the church and Sunday school
thing to mother. But faith and church going need to be a family affair - both
parents worshipping together and bringing the children - that’s the Biblical mode.
A household is blessed and rejoices when father is an active believer in God,
when he takes seriously his responsibility as the spiritual leader in the household.
A study a while ago said that the best predictor as to whether or not children will
become active Christians as they grow older is the faith attitude and practice of
father. Kids are impressed by the example of a father who is an active Christian
believer. We need more men, not just women, but more men teaching children
in our Sunday School. I still remember the example of good men teachers I had
in Sunday School.

    God has provided the unshakable foundation for us to build on. That
unshakeable foundation is faith in God and in his Son Jesus Christ. Thank God
many of us here today are building our lives and our hopes on that foundation.
And no matter how much the world tries to shake that foundation, we know it is
secure, because it is built on the crucified and Risen Christ and the inner witness
of the Holy Spirit confirms it for us. 

    They may be some among us today who have never taken a stand on God and
on Christ. Perhaps you’ve never really made a decision to build on the unshakable
foundation God has provided. Perhaps you’ve never been baptized. But perhaps
you feel God calling you to confess your faith before God and the church. Look,
if you feel that way I invite you to do it without delay. You can do it as early as
next Sunday. Several people have indicated that they are going to join the church
here next Sunday and you can be among them. You won’t be alone. Speak to me
after church or during the week. Come to our two hour class on Wednesday
night. I’ll get you oriented in the right direction. And you will always be glad you
took the step of faith. You and your entire household will rejoice and so too will
all the redeemed in heaven. “What must I do to be saved?” “Believe on the Lord
Jesus and you will be saved.” There is nothing more basic, more important, more
solid, and more hopeful than that.     
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